
 

 
 
 
 

Strengthen Nutrition Education and Promotion 
2010 Child Nutrition Reauthorization 

 

Summary:  To improve the health and nutrition status of children and address childhood 
obesity, mandatory, consistent funding is essential to achieve an integrated and 
comprehensive nutrition education and promotion program.  Team Nutrition Networks 
(TNN), within and across U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Child Nutrition Programs, 
should be coordinated at the national level within USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), 
administered at the state level to meet unique state needs, and implemented at the local 
level based on prioritized community needs. 

Promoting and teaching healthy eating is essential to addressing childhood 
obesity and other diet-related health problems.  Congress supported nutrition 
promotion and education by authorizing USDA’s Team Nutrition Network in the 
2004 Child Nutrition Reauthorization.  Funds have not been appropriated to carry 
out these provisions. 
 

A consolidated, comprehensive Team Nutrition Network should include funding for:   
 

(1)  Expansion, coordination, and implementation of nutrition education and promotion activities, 
including providing technical assistance and training for local educators and materials 
dissemination; 
 

(2)  Grants to local school districts to conduct 
effective nutrition education and promotion 
activities and to implement, assess, and enhance 
local school wellness policies; 
 

(3)  USDA -- in coordination with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the U.S. 
Department of Education (DoE), and appropriate 
nonprofit partners -- to develop a national 
clearinghouse to help local wellness policy 
committees develop, implement, and assess their 
local wellness policies; 
 

(4)  A state-based Team Nutrition Network Coordinator in each state; 
 

(5)  USDA Food and Nutrition Service to develop materials and provide technical assistance for 
use of those materials; and   

 

(6)  Evaluation of Team Nutrition Network materials and program effectiveness, including an 
examination of the role and impact of a nutrition education specialist. 
 
 

 



This approach would:  
 

 Enable efficient and effective collaboration among schools, 
childcare centers, other child nutrition settings, and 
communities in building multidisciplinary, integrated, nutrition 
and health promotion partnerships.  

 

 Provide financial stability to state agencies to support 
nutrition education in schools and integrated with USDA 
nutrition programs. 

 

 Support a strong nutrition education program in every state 
to provide training and technical assistance to local school 
districts, better utilize and disseminate existing materials, 
coordinate program and curricula implementation and 
evaluation, and encourage collaboration within the state and 
among other states. 
 

 Allow each state and local school district to address its own unique nutrition education 
needs. 

 

 Fund qualified professionals to lead nutrition education and promotion efforts across the 
state in child nutrition programs including the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), 
the School Breakfast Program (SBP), the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), and 
the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more information please contact Tracy Fox with the Society for Nutrition Education at 

tracyfox@comcast.net or 202-621-7697; Jennifer Weber with the American Dietetic Association 
at jweber@eatright.org or 202-775-8277; or Bethany Hanna Pokress with Center for Science in 

the Public Interest at bpokress@cspinet.org or 202-777-8351. 
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