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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

USDA COMMITMENT TO SCHOO

L MEALS
May [, 2017

By the Secretary of Agriculture of the United States of America

A PROCLAMATION

lon are committed to serving healthy and appealing school meals,

to enjoy foods that contribute to g nutritious diet; and

gently to overcome operational challenges in the National

School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs created by meeting sodium, whole grain-rich, and

milk requirements: and

WHEREAS schools need flexibility in menu planning so they can serve nutritious and appealing
meals and encourage student participation in the meal programs;

NOW, THEREFORE, because States need continued flexibil
in school meals, I, Sonny Perdue, Secretary of Agriculture, ¢ -{%3 epartment of Agriculture o
serving of whole grains. While the ; ' vay, I will continue to pren ide States the
authority to grant exemptions to chools exp B
products acceptable to students, for any type of gr

ity in serving whole grain-rich foods
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Additionally, schools that meet H‘t
compliant with USDA sodium requirements
actions to implement this change. I'am also
technical assistance to schools as con
students. i

Because milk is a criti “al component of s
serve flavored, 1 percent fat milk provi
lunch or breakfast, I am direct ing USD,
SGhGDlS. In jf ..,. |
implementation of the new re
two-hundred t ye:
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